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Greek fraternities make service their aim
Christian Nwachuckwu 
Senior Staff Writer 
cnwach@maroontiger.com
Line jackets, brother­
hood, canes, steps, popularity, 
or any combination thereof, 
can intoxicate and daze an on­
looker. The legions of the Hel­
lenic world loom large in the 
minds of many men of 
Morehouse.
The awe they often in­
spire can render the casual ob­
server transfixed. Often over­
looked is the commitment of 
the Greeks to serving where 
there is the greatest need.
It has always been neces­
sary to give back to the com­
munity and not even the gods 
can fight necessity. So it also is 
true within the Morehouse 
College Pantheon—service to 
others is a priority.
"We pride ourselves in 
serving our community, senti­
ments stemming from our 
motto 'First of All, Servants of 
All'," said Brian Barnes, Presi­
dent of Alpha Phi Alpha, Al­
pha Rho Chapter.
The men of Alpha Phi 
Alpha, Kappa Alpha Psi, 
Omega Psi Phi, Phi Beta Sigma, 
and Phi Mu Alpha have dem­
onstrated throughout the se­
mester that they follow no 
one's lead in their commitment 
to serving the community.
"Phi Mu Alpha is a pro­
fessional music fraternity, so 
our commitment is to those ar­
eas involving music," said 
Dominic Bazile, President of 
Phi Mu Alpha.
Two of the projects that Xi 
Eta Chapter of Phi Mu Alpha 
worked on during the semes­
ter involved the local area el­
ementary schools.
Xi Eta members con­
ducted music seminars, in 
which they performed and dis­
cussed vocal works including 
spirituals, the jazz idiom, and 
the rhythm and blues idiom. 
They also worked with Hands 
on Atlanta and continued their 
commitment to the West End 
Performing Arts Center.
Similarly, service is inte­
gral to the tenets adhered to by 
the members of Phi Beta 
Sigma.
"The brothers always do 
stuff," Anthony Potter, Presi­
dent of Phi Beta Sigma said. 
"Being part of an organization, 
you have to love service any­
way. Our principles are broth­
erhood, scholarship, and ser­
vice, so it's a must."
Potter, who is the lead 
resident assistant of LLC, en­
courages not only the fresh­
Steve Chester of Alpha Phi Alpha spends 
time with a child at “Gifts of Giza.”
man in his dormitory, but also 
all students to join Chi Chap­
ter in their service projects. The 
Sigmas recently painted an 
AIDS house near Five Points 
with Hands on Atlanta.
They also continued their 
weekly support of the Pine 
Street Homeless Shelter, which 
gives food to the homeless 
twice a day, and the Atlanta 
Food Bank which solicits food 
from Atlanta companies and 
ships it to nearly 700 different 
food banks.
On December 5, the Sig­
mas took part in a sleep-out for 
the homeless at Woodruff Park.
"A lot of people sleep 
outside of their dormitories, 
but we're actually going to 
sleep out with (the homeless)," 
Potter said.
They also participated in 
AIDS Walk Atlanta, worked 
with Project Vote 2001 and 
worked with Feed the Home­
less, a project began by their 
late fraternity brother Rev. 
Hosea Williams. The Sigmas 
also worked with the Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters pro­
gram, something that they look 
to do in conjunction with 
Kappa Alpha Psi in the near 
future.
"In reference to the Big
Brothers and Big Sisters pro­
gram, the problem is that there 
are a lot more males who need 
figures," Potter said. "There 
are over 300 males signed up 





doesn't end with 
the semester for 
the men of 
Omega Psi Phi.
"During 
our off time, 
when most 
people go home, 
we stay here and 
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continued their annual work 
with the Boys and Girls Club, 
but also have instituted a for­
eign language tutoring pro­
gram. Broussard, who has 
worked with the Boys and 
Girls Club since his freshman
Michael Rogers of Phi Beta Sigma packs food at the Atlanta 
Food Bank.
year, says that the bond he 
has with the kids is like a fa­
ther and son relationship.
"A lot of them don't 
have fathers, and they hear 
everything about Morehouse.
They look forward to seeing 
you, they come in asking for 
you so it's a big deal when 
someone doesn't show up," 
Broussard said.
Broussard, a certified 
Japanese instructor, heads up 
the Omega tutorial program. 
Any student who needs tutor­
ing can get help on Friday 
evenings from six to mid­
night. The Omegas also are 
committed to helping stu­
dents who wish to study 
abroad with their applica­
tions and recommendations.
"(We) can help students 
in any foreign language be­
cause some of my brothers 
speak Spanish, German, and 
French," Broussard said. "If 
they contact me ahead of 
time, they can get as much 
help as they need."
As the holiday season 
approaches, the men of 
Kappa Alpha Psi look to do 
their part for the youth of At­
lanta.
"We have a special em­
phasis during the holidays to 
help disenfranchised families 
and their children, some of 
whom have fallen victim to 
the grim realities of inner-city 
poverty," said Geoffrey 
Bennett, President of Kappa 
Alpha Psi, Pi Chapter.
The members of Grand 
Pi Chapter not only volun­
teered at South Atlanta High
School as mentors and tutors, 
but they also raised money to 
purchase much-needed sup­
plies for a primary care kin­
dergarten school in Camden, 
New Jersey.
"Pi Chapter brothers are 
devoted to service. To whom 
much is given, much is re­
quired and expected. And 
rightfully so," Bennett said.
Pi Chapter also worked 
with the local Kappa League, 
a quasi-fraternity for high 
school students who might be 
interested in Kappa Alpha 
Psi.
The Kappas help to get 
students ready for college, 
which includes helping those 
who are interested in 
Morehouse with their appli­
cations and essays.
The service project the 
members of Alpha Rho chap­
ter of Alpha Phi Alpha con­
ducted this Christmas season 
was titled "Gifts of Giza," and 
it took place at the Village At­
lanta Women and Children's 
Shelter.
Alpha Rho members 
collected gifts based on a 
wish list from the children, 
spent the day at the shelter 
decorating, performing and 
playing with the kids, and 
they donated a DVD player 
for the house.
"Community service is 
one of the main things we as­
pire to do," James Britton, As­
sociate Editor of The Sphinx 
said. "I would rather have 
one or two community ser­
vice projects for every social 
event we have in order to 
make that balance. You can't 
just party all the time."
Fraternities are often ac­
cused of isolationism and 
having a commitment only to 
themselves. What many fail 
to realize is that often the ef­
fects of community service 
are felt strongest beyond 
Morehouse.
"We tend to serve where 
there is greatest need, and 
that is found outside these 
gates," Bennett said. "I un­
derstand the allegation, but I 
think it's unfounded; we are 
really about service."
Community service is 
much more than a spare time 
activity for the members of 
N^orehouse's Greek organiza­
tions. Their work stems from 
a need to give back a part of 
what was given to them.
"I reject the term 'com­
munity service' because it has 
become cliché," Bennett said. 
"Serving others is not a pass­
ing fad for Black fraternities; 
it is our mission."
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At the tender age of four­
teen Val Joseph was homeless. 
His parents divorced when he 
was a child, and Val came 
home one day to his apart­
ment in the Bronx and found 
his mom and all of his belong­
ings missing.
"I ran with a tough 
crowd. I wouldn't come home 
for days. My mom was deal­
ing with some issues of her 
own and she just up and left 
one day," said Joseph with a 
shrug.
"I wasn't mad, I just had 
to grow up a lot quicker. It 
was hard. I had to sleep in 
subways and on rooftops for 
awhile. Sometimes I would go 
a week without eating. It's 
messed up when you're home­
less. The kids at school would 
rag on me but I tried not to let 
it get to me," Joseph said.
And deal with it he did. 
He landed at a group home 
where the director of the home 
took Val under his wing. He 
made sure Val had a roof over 
his head and a place to nour­
ish his body as well as his intel­
lect. Val vowed never to forget 
the kindness that this man 
showed to him.
After a few years of 
bouncing between high 
schools, Val
graduated and 
earned a full 
scholarship to 
five other col­




lege. He was in­
trigued by the 








went there, Spike Lee went 
there, I figured why not me 
too," said Joseph.
Val Joseph had survived 
the pitfalls of the ghetto, 
homelessness, and injury, but 
he still faced many challenges.
"I arrived here with 
maybe $50 in my pocket," Jo­
seph said. "My first week at
Morehouse I had a job. After 
three weeks, I had two part 
time jobs, work study and I 
was taking thirteen hours."
Freshman and sopho­
more year were hard ones for
Inner Strength volunteers take mentees rafting.
Val. In the spring of his fresh­
man year, he was awarded 
work study at the U.S. 
Attorney's Office. It was there 
that he formed solid relation­
ships with several attorneys. 
His life was beginning to take 
shape.
"I was gonna be the illest 
attorney. I was gonna rip the
hearts out of those defense at­
torneys," he said.
It was senior year and 
Val already had his Harvard 
Law School application in 
hand. Then one day he ran 
into a kid from the 
local housing 
projects, and they 
struck up a con­
versation.
Val discov­
ered that the kid 
was just a fifteen- 
year-old kid sell­
ing drugs because 
he couldn't find a 
job to support his 
pregnant girl­
friend. Val saw 
this as his oppor­
tunity to help 
someone.
He asked the 
kid, "If I help you
get a job, will you get off the 
streets and stop selling 
drugs?" As soon as he nod­
ded his head, that was the be­
ginning for Val. He began to 
talk with kids from the local 
community trying desper­
ately to send a positive mes­
sage during a time of violence 
and negativity.
He enlisted the help of 
some of his friends. The more 
Val accomplished, the more he 
felt the need to do more. Seven 
years later, his efforts culmi­
nated in the not-for-profit Inner 
Strength, Inc., a full-time, na­
tionally recognized community 
service organization.
For his efforts, Val has been 
awarded several distinctions in­
cluding: Oprah's Use Your Life 
Award, The Queen Latifah 
Army Award, features in De­
cember 1998 issue of Essence 
Magazine, and CNN' sWeekend 
Edition. In March 1999, Inner 
Strength was featured in The 
White House: Pathways to One 
America, which profiled 100 in­
novative programs from around 
the country.
Inner Strength welcomes 
any student interested in after­
noon tutoring each weekday 
from 4:00 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. 
They also have weekend activi­
ties including hiking, kayaking, 
rope climbing, recreational 
sports and various other educa­
tional field trips. The program 
is convienently located on 114 
Ashby Street. For more informa­
tion, call404-688-8898 or visit 
www.innerstrength.org.
DAEWOO Marietta Daewoo DAEWOO
Marietta Daewoo is pleased to announce a buying program for college 
students.
If you are within three months of graduating with a bachelor’s or associate’s 
degree or currently enrolled in a graduate program, then we are dealer you 
need to visit!
We can finance you with no money down. We can also defer your payments 
for up to 120 days.
Come in today and see our exciting line of new and pre-owned cars.
We have other programs available for first time buyers, regardless of credit.
Call us at770-499-1909. Visit us at 991 Cobb Parkway SE, 
Marietta, Georgia 30060, or apply online at www.mariettadaewoo.com.
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community has thus far 
greeted the Campus Pipeline 
system with the lukewarm re­




severed in their 
struggle to steer Cam­
pus Pipeline away 
from the path of medi­
ocrity toward embrac­
ing its immense poten­
tial.
Campus Pipeline's pri­
mary problem has been a com­
bination of students' lack of in­
formation and a simple reluc­
tance to get on-line and put the 
pipeline to the test.
Students perceive the 
pipeline as operating simply 
as a registration apparatus. 
While it may be largely cred­
ited with the greater speed 
and reliability of the process, 
the view of the Campus Pipe­
line as being for the sole pur­
pose of registration couldn't 
be farther from reality.
According to Assistant 
Dean of Student Services 
Johnny Nimes, "Campus 
pipeline is an intra-net specific 
to our campus, which offers 
both students and faculty ac­
cess to a number of different 
things."
In addition to its regis­
tration capabilities, Campus
Pipeline's most formidable 
proponent is its ability to ob­
tain and expeditiously distrib­
ute a wealth of information to 
the entire Morehouse commu­
nity.
"After logging in, stu­
dents and faculty members can 
scroll the many different an­
nouncements. The beauty of
Pipeline is that you can tailor 
announcements and e-mail to 
reach only certain groups of 
people, whether it be social, ad- 
ministrative, or academic," 
said Nimes.
In the event of sickness, 
emergency, or simply the need 
to post information beyond 
daily work hours, faculty may 
log on and do a substantial 
amount of their workload from 
home. With the use of Campus 
Pipeline, students may be in­
formed of announcements, as­
signments, and class cancella­
tions without entering aca­
demic buildings, or even leav­
ing the comfort of apartments 
and dorm rooms.
Anyone who has ever at­
tempted to post fliers around 
campus, or search for them, has 
an appreciation of the difficulty 
and red tape associated with 
filtering information through­
out the campus. According to 
Nimes, with Pipleline, such dif­
ficulties are a thing of the past.
Nimes said, "When cam­
pus organizations and students 
have events, they usually have 
to get fliers and stamps and go 
through a number of obstacles 
to publicize. Now, thanks to 
Pipeline, we can simply post 
events and information 
and cut out the campus 
middle-man."
Pipeline also har­
bors web-links that 
guide the user to their 
different interests via the 
various web-sites set up 
for student and faculty conve­
nience.
"Pipeline is awesome," 
said Nimes. "It's fabulous. We 
still haven't used it as much as 
we should but I am hoping that 
we will begin to. It has so much 
potential for the college. If we 
use it, it can solve our commu­
nication problems. We now 
have a medium to link the 
Morehouse community domes­
tically and internationally."
As Morehouse prepares 
to confront the inevitable chal­
lenges to the pursuit of eleva­
tion, communication is golden.
When asked about the 
true effect of the Pipeline on 
student life, Dean Nimes 
readily encapsulated the future 
of the relationship between 
Campus Pipeline and 
Morehouse College. "Campus 
Pipeline will change our lives 
radically," he said.
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FOR BEING SELECTED AS
a 2002 Rhodes Scholar
Look for the full story in the next 
edition of The Maroon Tiger.
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Assistant Dean of Campus Life
The Maroon Tiger is published fifteen times during 
the academic year at Morehouse College.
The Maroon Tiger maintains an independent edito­
rial policy. Opinions expressed in The Maroon Tiger are 
solely the views of its staff and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of Morehouse College, its administration, or 
The Maroon Tiger advisors. Commentaries solely repre­
sent the views of the author, not the opinion of The Ma­
roon Tiger. We believe all advertising to be correct but 
cannot guarantee its accuracy or be responsible for its 
outcome.
The Maroon Tiger welcomes your views on any pub­
lic issue. We routinely edit letters for space and correct 
errors in spelling and punctuation. Letters as well as com­
mentaries must be 500 words or less, typed, signed and 
should include full address and telephone number.
All correspondence should be mailed to:
The Maroon Tiger 
Morehouse College 
Box 40
830 Westview Drive, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30314 
Phone: (404) 614-6041 • Fax: (404) 507-8628 
E-mail: mtiger@morehouse.edu
The Maroon Tiger Charge
“To keep our politics strictly student interests. Spare no effort in 
portraying student life as it really exists, free from pollution of 
campus cliques, society favoritism and faculty fear. Above all, 
keep our paper student-owned, managed, edited, and published.”
- Robert E. Johnson, ‘48
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olidays are not 
to be treated ca 
sually. Such 
may have been the case in 
your high school, or maybe 
even to the working class 
stiff, but not to us. Not to the 
currently enrolled.
This is your break, this 
is the only legitimate excuse 
for not learning, and as a pri­
vate institution with few holi­
days, it is to be taken advan­
tage of. The following is a 
guide to Christmas holiday 
survival. Read it on the 
plane, in the car, or even on 
the Greyhound. But read it 
and take heed ...
Eat.
The number one prior­
ity. I mean let's be for real. 
You have gone through 
twelve weeks of gourmet 
style eating at the four star 
restaurant that we affection­
ately call Chivers Cafeteria. If 
not, you have asked for more 
"book money" in order to 
support your Wendy's habit. 
Either way, it is time for you 
to get some white meat, yams 
with marshmallows, and 
some fresh collards.
Watch football. 
Whether or not you care
for it is not the issue. It is 
your responsibility as a test­
osterone-driven male to 
watch John Madden give out 
turkey leg awards. It is also a 
chance for all the males in 
your family, young and old, 
to bond and fellowship while 
waiting for dinner or dessert.
Find a job.
This is particularly im­
portant this year. Timing is 
everything. In light of the re­
cent and unfortunate tragic 
occurrences in our nation, es­
pecially in the northeast, em­
ployment will be at a pre­
mium. Spend your free time 
at Thanksgiving lining up a 
new seasonal appointment or 
apologizing to Lou for walk­
ing out during the dinner 
shift last summer!
Have a casual affair 
with an ex.
Call before you get 
home, let her know that you 
have been thinking about her 
all semester. Don't assume 
that she'll be waiting for you 
at the airport. Convince her 
that you wouldn't, come 
home, if she wasn't going to 
be there. This is what Christ­
mas breaks are made of - a 
quick trip home. In and out 
take that as you will.
Schedule doctor ap­
pointments.
He will be too booked
for you to just walk in during 
the holiday season. After all, 
other schools celebrate their 
holidays around this same 
time also! Get your teeth 
cleaned, get a check up ... the 
works! Just plan early.
Spend time with eld­
erly relatives.
Why? Because they 
want to, and you should be 
honored by that. They live 
through us in blood and in 
name. We owe it both to them 
and ourselves to learn from 
their mistakes. They are a 
wealth of information, let's 
take advantage of it.
Shop.
And if you're broke, 
then make a real promising 
list! Another Christmas tra­
dition. Do this in order to 
avoid raking leaves with Dad. 
Do this in order to avoid put­




The most important 
thing on this list. First ad­
dress God. Let Him know 
you know who He is. Call 
Him Father, Master.
Thank Him for what He 
has done, thank Him for what 
He has not. Thank Him for 
where you are in life, and 




Looking for a way to 
give back to the community 
this holiday season? Then 
look no further than the At­
lanta Food Bank. Located in 
downtown Atlanta, the food 
bank is a network of people 
working together to fight 
hunger and build a better 
community.
They get food out to 
people who need it by dis­
tributing millions of pounds 
every year to non-profit 
agencies assisting hungry 
people in metro Atlanta and 
North Georgia.
Food collected during 
food drives as well as dona­
tions from manufacturers, 
retailers, wholesalers, cater­
ers, and individuals is sorted 
and packed for distribution 
by staff and volunteers.
The Food Bank pro­
vides an alternative to waste, 
by reclaiming, safely sorting 
and distributing a variety of 
food products.
As many as 15% of 
Americans suffer from hun­
ger. Many of them are chil­
dren.
Vounteer at the Atlanta 
Food Bank. They distribute 
an average of 1 million 
pounds of food per month to 
over 600 member agencies.
For more information, 
call (404) 892-9822.




Sisters, imagine that you 
and your man have a really 
good relationship. In fact, it is 
so good and comfortable that 
you can fart in front of each 
other. You finished school 
summa cum laude and after he 
got out of the service, you 
bought your first home and the 
wedding was set for exactly 
two years after the engage­
ment.
Women envy you and 
your success because truth­
fully, it's hard to find a good 
man. You are living your life 
in heavenly bliss. You are po­
litically correct in more ways 
than one, and your man loves 
his mama more than life itself.
Your man, tall, dark AND 
handsome gives you the world 
and you trust his every move; 
I mean, why shouldn't you?
While doing your "wifely" 
duties, you find a number in 
his pocket. The love and trust 
you have for this man makes 
you blind to the fact 
that there is a possibil­
ity that he is cheating 
on you.
So, like any 
woman would, you 
make a copy of the 
number and put it back 
in his pocket where 
you found it; you don't 
want to seem suspi­
cious, do you? Your 
day progresses and 
you constantly think 
about, not how your 
man took this young 
lady's phone number, 
but how trifling THAT 
chick is for giving it to him. 
You lose sight of what may 
possibly be the truth and focus 
on your newfound "competi­
tion".
You call Miss "Tanya." 
She answers and, of course, 
you speak to her in the most 
stern, but respectful way you
know how. (You know you 
wouldn't want her to call your 
house being ghetto fabulous ei­
ther!)
After 3 minutes of you
telling her all of your business 
about your man, your life, and 
how much you would kill any 
chick that tested your man, she 
finally gets the mo­
ment to say, "He 
didn't tell me he 
had a woman."
After 2.5 sec­
onds of silence you 
begin to stutter, and 
because you have 
no real proof of 
what was said or 
done that night, you 
hang up the phone. 
With the technology 
these days, she star- 
69's you back to 
question your mo­
tives on why you 
called her in the first
place.
Regardless of the luxury 
you have in your life, your 
mama taught you better than 
to accuse someone of some­
thing that you don't have proof 
of.
While simultaneously 
apologizing to her and wiping 
the tears from your eyes, she is 
explaining the things your man 
did and the things he spoke of 
that night. Not once did your 
name or any minute mention 
of you occur. Damn shame, 
right?
Ladies, don't be so quick 
to accuse the other woman. I 
am so tired of women becom­
ing irate and ignoraht over 
something that your "prince 
charming" has caused. If I see 
one more chick slicing up tires 
or going so far as to putting 
sugar in gas tanks and potatoes 
in tail pipes, I am gonna 
scream!
Yes, the pain of even the 
thought of your man cheating 
is a horrible one. But before 
you got that man, that lifestyle,
See SISTERS Page 11
Page 6 Wednesday, December 12, 2001 The Maroon Tiger 830 Westview Publishing - All Rights Reserved
PERSPECTIVES




In a fair and ideal soci­
ety, the ethnic makeup of 
the national government 
should mirror the ethnic 
makeup of the society itself. 
At the very least, some sym­
biotic resemblance should 
exist between the govern­
ment and the people. That 
is what a government "of 
the people" is all about, 
right?
But the bleak truth is 
that "our" government does 
not resemble "our" nation. 
And from the looks of the 
upper echelons of our gov­
ernment such as the US Sen­
ate, the Governor's Club, 
and the presidency, one 
could take a quick glance at 
our government and easily 
assume that the ethnic 
makeup of our country is 
lily white.
With an even 100 mem­
bers, the United States Sen­
ate provides a quick and 
easy to understand snap­
shot of the frightening real­
ity that exits in "our" gov­
ernment.
Known around the 
world as one of the most 
powerful, if not the most 
powerful body of national 
politicians, the US Senate 
appropriates, dictates, man­
dates, and legislates. The 
Senate often determines the 
national agenda even more 
than the president.
Senators are often me­
dia stars and very often are
setting themselves up to be­
come president (A1 Gore, 
Bill Bradley, John McCain, 
Bob Dole, JFK, etc.), vice 
president (A1 Gore, Joe 
Lieberman), some high level 
cabinet position such as at­
torney general (John 
Ashcroft), or even the 
Supreme Court.
All of this 
should make it very 
clear that it is of para­
mount importance 
that any ethnic group 
that is at all con­
cerned with advanc­
ing itself and adding 
its voice to the dis­
cussions of the Senate 




resented in the Senate 
as we are represented 
in the society we 
would have between 
16-18 Senators since 
we are about 16-18 
percent of the na­
tional population.
But "our" motto is 
the "land of the free 
and home of the brave" - 
not the "land of the fair and 
home of the brave" so we 
know we don't have that 
type of representation!
But we have at least 10 
senators, right? NO! 8? NO! 
5? NO! 4,3,2? NO! At least 1 
member of the US Senate is 
an African American, right? 
NO!
Not one damn senator 
out of 100 senators is Black. 
No wonder "our" issues are
never at the table. The only 
thing we bring to the Senate 
table is hot meals from the 
kitchen...just like we did in 
1801 and 1901. But things 
are different in 2001, right?
Another major body of
United States senators file into their chambers.
politicians in this country 
that holds serious power are 
the 50 state governors that 
control massive state bud­
gets and yield their power 
over state policies and even 
have great input in national 
policy discussions. Rela­
tively independent from 
outside interference, gover­
nors also set themselves up 
for bigger and better things.
In recent history the US 
President has most often
been a product of the state 
governorship more than 
anything else. George Jr., 
Bill Clinton, Ronald Regan, 
Jimmy Carter, and other 
presidents were all gover­
nors.
The new Director of 
Homeland Security, Tom 
Ridge, was governor of 
Pennsylvania and Christine 
Todd Whitman, the Director 
of the EPA, was governor of 
New Jersey; other former 
governors are doing big 
things in "our" government.
So we have at least 1 
brother or sister in some 
governor's mansion, right? 
NO! 0/50. Do you see a 
trend building here? Just
like we were shut out of the 
statehouse in 1701, 1801 and 
1901, we are shut out of it in 
2001.
So, when you under­
stand that all roads from the 
Senate and the governor's 
mansions are heading to­
ward 1600 Pennsylvania Av­
enue, it should give the 
"white" house a little more 
meaning.
When all presidential 
and vice presidential candi­
dates are senators or gover­
nors and we have no sena­
tors or governors, we 
should understand that we 
will have no vice presidents 
or presidents either.
I don't have to tell you 
how many Black presidents 
we have had, do I?
F.Y.I
The first Black senator, 
Hiriam R. Revels took office 
on February 25, 1870.-A Re­
publican from Mississippi, 
Revels was seated only after 
3 days of acrimonious debate 
in the Senate. He served for 
only one year, having been 
elected to fill an unexpired 
term. Revels returned to Mis­
sissippi and became Presi­
dent of Alcorn College.
The highest leadership 
post achieved by an African- 
American was House Major­
ity Whip, held by Rep. Will­
iam Gray (D-PA) from June 
1989 to September 1991. Rep. 
Gray resigned from that po­
sition and the House to be­
come President of the United 
Negro College Fund.
The Boondocks by Aaron McGruder Reprinted with permission Visit www.boondocks.net
Copyright 2001 The Maroon Tiger Wednesday, December 12, 2001 Page 7
POINT-COUNTERPOINT






out my tenure at Morehouse, I 
have been "informed" about 
the reckless and self-destruc­
tive nature of my brothers.
I heard stories of their 
abusive behavior towards 
women, their lies and mis­
guided ideals, and their aspi­
rations for ephemeral goals.
Again and again, 
whether through casual con­
versation or articles in The Ma­
roon Tiger ("A Spelman Sister 
Speaks of Fear," November 29, 
2001) , I am reminded of the 
many shortcomings of my 
brothers. In fact, not only must 
I hear about the shortcomings 
of my brothers, I must evi­
dently suffer for their short­
comings, as well.
How dare you make an 
assumption about me or my 
institution based on the actions 
of a few. I could point the mir­
ror back in your direction, 
speak about your problems, is­




My brothers. of 
Morehouse, I greatly ap­
preciate that so many of 
you read my letter. And for 
those of you who did not 
read, and yet formed opin­
ions based upon the hear­
say of classmates or even a 
sampling of a few select 
phrases, I almost appreci­
ate that as well.
Any dialogue is good 
dialogue, I say.
Morehouse, I wish not 
to engage in the "Opinion 
Olympics" with you.
I do not find any rec­
reation in the volley of 
petty criticisms over our 
gates. This was not the in­
tent of my letter to you, 
and it greatly concerns me 
that so many of you per­
ceive it as such.
But there Is something 
to be said of striving to­
wards self-awareness. We 
are two great institutions 
that claim to be about the 
business of higher learn­
sues, and stereotypes, and 
give reasons why I would not 
want to be associated with 
you, but I won't.
I would only be feeding 
into the self-hatred which has 
kept the African Diaspora 
from reclaiming it's rightful 
position as kings and queens 
of the Earth. With deference to 
God, I, and I alone, define who 
I am. Therefore, if you do not 
know me, do not attempt to 
define me.
I realize that I may not be 
reaching everyone who is 
reading my assertions. Do 
you still want to generalize 
based me on my brother's ac­
tions? Fine, let's do that.
I am the brother who 
worked full-time during the 
school week in high school 
because my mother and father 
were gone. I am the brother 
who must constantly fight the 
memories of his juvenile hell 
in order to move on with the 
day. I am the brother who has 
was raised by a woman, 
taught to be a man by a 
woman, and would die for a
ing, and yet when we 
speak of accountability, 
and shortcomings, and 
fear, we become of­
fended—as though these 
issues did not exist until 
we spoke of them.
Many of you raise the 
valid objection that "A 
Spelman sister Speaks of 
fear" cast a net too broad 
that swept you all into 
generalizations that you 
deemed undeserving.
You might find it 
shocking that I had every 
intention to make sweep­
ing statements — if I had 
not, then you could have 
too easily tossed aside 
these grievances as per­
taining to "some other 
dudes" rather than take 
ownership of the 
unnacceptable behavior 
that so many of you have 
displayed.
To be frank, I have 
never had the authority 
nor the desire to sift 
through the good and bad 
of you when it is so te­
dious to decipher the 
lines.
woman.
In short, I am Morehouse. 
Before you make an assump­
tion about my school, before 
you make an assumption about 
my worth, take time to study 
the basis and effects of your ste­
reotyping.
I will not accept vague pot 
shots or feigned affection. Criti­
cism is pointless without vali­
dation, and the men of 
Morehouse needn't be 
mourned over, feared for, or 
waited on.
While Morehouse, like 
any other college, is home to 
some arrogant and confused 
brothers, it is also home to some 
of the most humble, loyal, and 
most focused men in the world.
I will not accept being 
lumped into a category unwor­
thy of my stature by a minority 
of misguided sisters at Spelman 
College. Cohesiveness is the 
heart and soul of a family.
When you continue to 
criticize, judge, assume, and 
hate, you continue to feed into 
the propaganda that was meant 
to keep us apart.
I know that not all of 
you embrace misogyny/pa­
triarchy/homophobia/ 
idioticism. However, you 
"good guys" of Morehouse 
earn no gratuitous tokens if 
you continue to seek shel­
ter in silence. Your silence 
condones and endorses the 
very behavior that fright­
ens me - in fact, your si­
lence itself frightens me.
As I told one 
Morehouse student that 
took the time to email me a 
thoughtful response, "My 
charge to the ’good guys' of 
Morehouse is to REFUSE SI­
LENCE. Organize a 'good 
guy' seminar! Pass out 
megaphones! Quite obvi­
ously you are not being 
heard."
If you say you love 
Morehouse College then 
take ownership of it. If you 
are a self-proclaimed 'good 
guy' then reclaim your 
voice and your campus. The 
time for pettiness and de­
nial passed long ago. Ac­
countability is long over­
due.




Visit AT&T Wireless today and buy a Nokia 3360 
or 8260 phone and activate AT&T Wireless service. 
Get up to *165 in savings, including a $50 gift card 
from one of many merchants. Now you can stay in 
touch with the ones you love and still have a 
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Two-year agreement required.
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Nokia 3360 or 8260 phone is required. See in-store information or visit www.nokiapromos.com for a complete list.
BORDERS <a« macys Foot Locker.
For details, visit your local AT&T Wireless Store, authorized dealer, 
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processed. Certain restrictions apply. Not available with any other AT&T Wireless sponsored service rebates, or if you received a service credit at activation. See AT&T Wireless mail-in coupon for details. Valid 11 /04/01 -01/26/02. $35 Waived 
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BLOCKBUSTER GiftCards™: Membership rules apply for rental at BLOCKBUSTER®. BLOCKBUSTER GiftCards redeemable at participating BLOCKBUSTER stores but cannot be used to purchase GiftCards. BLOCKBUSTER name, design and 
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ARTS ^ENTERTAINMENT
“Up In Smoke” meets “The Paper Chase”




What are the greatest films 
about smoking marijuana? 
Among the stellar and not so stel­
lar list indudes Cheech & Chong's 
"Up In Smoke," "I Love You Alice 
B. Toklas," "The Breakfast Club," 
and of course "Friday" and "Half 
Baked." These films, all hilarious, 
seem to glamorize marijuana us­
age in a way that makes it impos­
sible to not be swayed to give it a 
try. "How High" is no different.
"How High" is a story about 
two young African-American 
men who were perennial junior 
college students until the day that 
they met, smoked a 'magic7 joint 
and were given the powers to get 
perfed scores on exams with the 
aid of a recently deceased friend.
Sure, I know it sounds a 
trifle thin, but actually the picture 
flows pretty well, and eventually 
you begin to root for and love the 
leads, rap artists Method Man 
(Silas) and Redman (Jamal).
The'magic7 marijuana helps 
them receive perfect scores on their 
'THC' test. They become cel­
ebrated and recruited by nearly 
every school in the country (oddly, 
they don't get recruited by any 
HBCU's).
Around the time the recruit­
ing starts, Harvard University is 
having a problem with minority 
enrollment and goes after Silas and 
Jamal, and that7 s when the story
gets going. Of course, at this point 
the movie starts to get a little 
campy, but the campy nature of 
the story lends to its entertainment 
value.
Running inter­
ference on Silas and 
Jamal succeeding is 
the stodgy Dean Cain 
played by respected 
film and stage actor 
Obba Babatunde (Life,
Ms. Evers Boys, Intro­
ducing Dorothy 
Dandridge). Dean 
Cain's character is 
written as a comic foil I 
Uncle Tom, who at­
tempts to block any 
advancement whatso­
ever that Silas and 
Jamal attempt.
Just when it 
looks as though his ef­
forts will be successful,
Silas and Jamal get
help from seemingly unlikely 
sources like Jamal's crew coach, 
played by veteran actor Hector 
Elizondo and his roommates, Jef­
frey (Justin Urich) and Tuan (Trieu 
Tran). Together, with their help, 
every scheme to stunt their aca­
demic advancement dissolves.
As in most films about col­
lege, there has to be a love interest 
or two, and this one is no differ­
ent. While the Silas and Jamal have 
their sights set on certain women 
in particular, they tend to be very 
liberal on the definition of a rela­
tionship, something not uncom­
mon on today's college campuses. 
In his first few minutes at
Harvard, Silas meets the 
enchantingly precocious and sur­
prisingly refreshing and fresh­
“How High” marks movie debut for Method Man 
and Redman.
faced Lauren played by Lark 
Voorhies. Silas is instantly smitten 
with Lauren and despite being 
sidetracked occasionally by other 
Harvard co-eds, seems very intent 
on his goal of a romantic interlude 
with Lauren.
Jamal's amorous affections 
and emotions are directed toward 
Jamie, played by Essence Atkins 
(The Smart Guy ). Jamie is the 
daughter of the Vice President of 
the United States and is constantly 
surrounded by secret service. 
When the word gets out that one 
of Harvard's new prize pupils is
dating Jamie, Dean Cain goes out 
of his way to end the union, which 
he feels will aid the Vice 
President7s Presidential bid.
Eventually, Dean Cain has 
enough dirt on the 
guys to end their reign 
as Harvard's top stu­
dents, right around 
the time that their sup­
ply of magic mari­
juana runs out, thus 
giving them grades 
well below average. 
Silas and Jamal then 
have to go through 
other hijinks and ob­
stacles to stay in 
school, and win the 
girls of their dreams.
A few days after 
I saw "How High," I 
talked to Method 
Man and Redman 
about their feelings on 
the film.
When asked what he 
thought the message of the film 
was, Method Man said, "You can 
learn and have fun at the same 
time, as long as you stay focused."
, I also asked him what he 
thought about the possible nega­
tive feedback that the film would 
receive. "People should lighten up 
and stay focused. If people have a 
problem with this film, they're too 
uptight. I don't really blame them 
if they don't want their kids to see 
it, but if our movie can influence 
their kids to do things, then they7re 
not doing they're not doing a good
job as parents," he said.
How High was directed by 
first-time film director, Jesse Dylan. 
Redman enjoyed his directing 
style, "With Jesse, if s like, no mat­
ter what, he's going to have the 
same tone, really non-chalant. If 
we do something great, same tone. 
If we mess up, same tone. He 
breaks you down and builds you 
up equally, and he's straight-for­
ward with you."
The script, written by Dustin 
Lee Abraham, was written, 
"Around us," Method Man said, 
"so it wasn't hard to make a tran­
sition. It was like a long video. It 
wasn't a stretch like Will Smith 
playing Ali. Our characters are in 
the same range."
Redman continued, "We 
had a lot of creative control. We got 
to go through the script, line by 
line, so that it would sound the 
way we wanted it to. So it would 
sound authentic."
Admittedly, after seeing the 
ads for this picture, I was angered 
and vowed not to see the movie. I 
figured it was just another stereo­
typical film about drugs and col­
lege starring two respected and 
loved rap artists.
However, the film was a 
delight. Despite the trite subject 
matter, the natural abilities of 
Method Man and Redman and 
the rest of the talented cast didn't 
overplay their hand, but kept it 
simple, mostly believable, but al­
ways enjoyable.
Fuzzy head Speaks: “How High” and how low
Dorian Burton
Arts & Entertainment Editor 
dburton@maroontiger.com
Yes, we are living in the 
days where everything that has 
something relating to hip-hop 
instantly gains recognition in 
the majority community. Back­
ing my statement is the concur­
rent release of two movies with 
a distinct hip-hop feel.
"How High" and "The 
Wash" are similar movies. 
Both movies star two pillars of 
the hip-hop community in­
volved in outrageous situa­
tions and supposedly hilarious 
hijinx. One movie is good, the 
other one just plain sucks.
For years there has been 
talk of Redman and Method 
Man from the Wu-Tang Clan 
doing a movie together. Ever
since the release of the song 
"How High" we as lovers of 
the art have had an affinity for 
the Funk Doc and Meth-Tical.
Finally, they came out 
with their movie also titled 
"How High." Of course there 
is the necessary state in which 
this movie must be viewed, but 
it is definitely a good time even 
without seeing this movie at 
4:20.
Meth and Red are stu­
dents who score extremely 
well on a college placement test 
(the THC) and are invited to go 
to Harvard on academic schol­
arships. There are numerous 
funny situations that arrive out 
of two naggas going to the lily- 
white institution of Hahvard. 
I won't reveal much of the plot 
because the plot is fairly thin, 
and I don't want to ruin the
movie. Basically, smoke a 
blunt in the parking lot, get 
you some popcorn as munchie
Meth and Red in “How High.”
food, and go see "How High." 
It's good times.
The other movie that I 
saw, that I wish I had not seen,
let alone pay for was the mis­
erable "The Wash." Actually, 
the plot was a little better than 
"How High." Taking their cue 
from the seventies film 
"Carwash," this movie stars 
Dr. Dre and Snoop Dogg as 
workers in a car wash and the 
adventures that they endure 
while dealing with busters in 
Los Angeles.
This movie could and 
should have been funny. It was 
written by DJ Pooh, the same 
cat who wrote "Friday" and 
"Next Friday" and although 
Snoop and Dre are no Redman 
and Method Man, I was hop­
ing for a little more comedy 
and better writing.
There was nothing in this 
movie that even stands out as 
being particularly funny. 
George Wallace, who is usually
very funny, turned in a sub-par 
performance. I don't blame 
him for it though, you can't 
make lemonade out of onions.
I took the necessary pre­
cautions for viewing this 
movie as well and the one 
statement that I can make is 
that there is no reason for a 
comedy to only make a person 
laugh two or three times espe­
cially when they are in another 
mind-state. DON'T DO "THE 
WASH!!"
Maybe I am a little harsh 
on "The Wash." Maybe I'm 
not. Maybe DJ Pooh, Dr. Dre, 
Snoop, and whoever else col­
laborated on this project could 
have made a movie that had 
more funny parts than the cult 
classic "One Week." Maybe 
they couldn't. The world may 
never know.
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liiskegee to represent SIAC in Pioneer Bowl
Ruling against Morehouse as SIAC Champions in Tuskegee’s favor
Charlene D. Cole 
Sports Editor 
ccole@maroontiger.com
It's official, and stated 
boldly on the SIAC website, 
"The 5th Annual Pioneer Bowl 
is coming to the Georgia Dome, 
December 22,2001 at 1:30 p.m. 
This positive Christmas outing 
features the Virginia Union 
University Panthers versus the 
defending Black College na­
tional champions Tuskegee 
University Golden Tigers as 
they seek to win their second 
straight national title. Tuskegee 
could be one of the best Black 
College football teams in his­
tory. They have won 22 of their 
last 23 games."
No matter who you ask, 
the story is the same.
There was a three way tie 
for first place in the SIAC, with 
Tuskegee, Fort Valley, and 
Morehouse each having a 
record of 6-1 in the conference. 
With Fort Valley choosing to 
participate in the playoffs, they 
negated their bowl conten­
tions, which left Tuskegee and
Gravediggas Bury Opposition
The fall intramural season recently came to an end with 
the annual flag football championship. This year's game, played 
at B.T. Harvey stadium was a well-attended contest in which 
the Gravediggas, composed mainly of gentlemen who lived in 
Graves Hall during the 2000-01 school year, handily won the 
championship.
The game's most valuable player, sophomore Dawud 
Crooms, played exceptionally well and was given individual 
recognition by his teammates, as well as by the commissioner 
and organizer of the flag football program - the great Mr. Irvin 
Seabrook.
Mr. Seabrook continues to show his dedication to 
Morehouse and its students by consistently providing outlets 
for recreation and stimulation of brotherhood and unity.
Morehouse available to take 
first place in the SIAC.
Of the two, Morehouse 
was announced SIAC Champi­
ons because they defeated 
Tuskegee.
However, Tuskegee con­
tested the decision because 
they had the better overall win­
ning percentage (90 to 
Morehouse's 77). This was 
mostly because Tuskegee 
played more games through­
out the course of the season 
(11) than any other team in the 
conference, including a game 
on the weekend of the 11th that 
most teams opt not to play.
Tuskegee presented their 
appeal to the SIAC Board of 
Directors who, even though 
there is no rule stating that the 
overall winning percentage is 
criteria for the SIAC Champi­
ons, unfortunately ruled in 
Tuskegee's favor.
No matter which group 
of the "Voiceful Masses" you 
poll, they can't believe 
Morehouse isn't going to play 
in the Pioneer Bowl this year.
The “Voiceful Masses” weigh in:
MT: What do you think of the Morehouse Pioneer Bowl snub?
CJ Graves, Morehouse SGA President and political science major: "It's ridiculous. I 
think it is a travesty that they are not going to allow our team to play. It's a slap in the face both 
to the institution and to the players. To dangle a carrot in front of the football team and in front 
of the college and then snatch it away - it is unprofessional."
Sherrod Wilkerson, a senior marketing major from Ft. Valley, Georgia: "It's shady. It's 
disheartening. The players and coaches put in a lot of hours preparing for this season over the 
summer. In head to head competition we beat Tuskegee. In the vernacular, it's shady."
Verlin Campbell, a senior marketing and economics major: "It's simply unprofessional. 
I think that it definitely shows a reflection on the conference as a whole. I think it also speaks to 
the fact that there needs to be some sort of playoff system instituted. There are definitely some 
actions that need to be taken to insure that the rightful team deserves to be where they need to 
be."
Robert Reese, sports editor for the Georgia Sentinel, former football defensive end/ 
defensive tackle, and former basketball center for Morris Brown College in the 1970s: "The 
decision perplexes me. That's bullshit. I think Morehouse does its own self a disservice [by not 
taking legal action]. You would think that with all of the barristers, lawyers, [and] judges that 
finished Morehouse, they would be in court challenging this if nothing else to get an injunc­
tion.
I think with the sponsorship being what it is, the SIAC could not afford to have the game 
postponed with an injunction. People treat you the way you demand to be treated, and thus far, 
Morehouse is just throwing up their hands.
With Morehouse being located here in Atlanta, the possibility for good attendance would 








As you prepare to care­
fully travel to your respective 
roliday destination(s), remem­
ber the reason for the season, 
tn addition, but not in equiva- 
ence, be thankful for the infi­
nite amount of sports that shall 
idorn your television screen.
But most importantly, 
while watching your pick for 
the national championship 
(Nebraska?) compete, or any 
nther sporting event, practice 
cheering. This way, when you 
return for the spring semester 
/ou will be ready to cheer on 
the Maroon Tigers.
Yes, instead of sitting in 
nn the bleachers and watching 
the Tigers play, you will spread 
the gift of cheer you received 
nver the break. You will not 
only return from the holiday 
break ready to participate in 
the "Tiger Rumble," but you 
will also feel the need to yell at 
the referees, coaches and play­
ers of the opposing team, and 
sometimes even the Tigers.
Hey, you're the sixth 
man, and that is your purpose 
in attending the game. Yoe 
help booster the morale of youi 
team while fostering the aim­
lessness of the opponent 
Through your madness, yoe 
bring verve, vigor, and vitality 
to Forbes Arena.
At some stage during the 
ringing in of the new year, re­
solve to join the ranks of the 
Morehouse Madness, espe­
cially during the first two home 
games of the semester, January 
17th and 19th against fellow 
SIAC members Kentucky State 
University and Lane College, 
respectively.
Some of those Graves 
Hall freshmen have already 
accepted the challenge. Wilt 
you? If not, know that bottom 
row at half court across from 
the scorers' table is for cheerers 
only.
Other than that, have a 
safe and wonderful holiday 
season.
SISTERS from Page 6
and those 300 dollar shoes, you 
seemed a little more wiser to the 
games these men can play.
Don't be stupid. Don't 
put yourself in the ignorant 
position either. Usually, the 
"other woman" has no reason 
to lie, not to you anyway.
If she's any kind of 
woman with any type of in­
nocence, she'll tell you 
straight up.
Sometimes it is the other 
woman's fault. Maybe she 
did approach your man. But 
the fact that her number is in 
HIS back pocket should make 
you think twice about the 
fairy tale relationship you 
have.
It should make you want 
to question the man you are 
with, not her. She didn't 
know.
She only knows what 
your lying, fronting ass man 
told her. If he'll lie to her just 
imagine whom else he has 
lied to.
If you continue to accept 
his B.S. and his well-thought- 
out excuses, don't fault HER 
for not taking him off of your 
hands in the first place.
Think about it. Peace 
and love.
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BUT TAKE TIME AND GOTO'
'CAUSE IT ISN'T YOUR FATHER, MOT
SOME SAY YOU'RE A DISTINGUISHED GENTLEMAN, A STRAIGHT-UP CHUM 
BUT THE MAN IN THE GLASS KNOWS YOU'RE ONLY A BUM 
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